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with having written it. The result, of course, was
a quarrel, and the further enlightenment of the
Duchess with regard to her granddaughter's connec-
tion with Derharn. The old lady herself was after-
wards accused of having introduced Derham into
her own household for the purpose of forwarding
a match between him and Katharine; and finally
got into great trouble and danger by seizing and
destroying Derham's papers before the King's
Council could impound them: but when she learnt
the lengths to which the immoral connection had
been carried, and the shameful licentiousness that
had accompanied it, she made a clean sweep of
the servants inculpated, and brought her grand-
daughter to live in Lambeth amongst a fresh set
of people.
There is no doubt that Katharine and Derham
were secretly engaged to be married, and,  apart
from   the  immoral   features   of   the   engagement,
no very great  objection could  have  been  taken
to it.    She was a member of a very large family,
an orphan with no dower or prospects, and her
marriage with Derham, who was a sort of relative,
would have been not a glaringly unequal one.    With
lover-like alacrity he provided her with the feminine
treasures which she coveted, but which her lack
of means prevented her from  buying.    Artificial
flowers,  articles of dress, or materials  for them,
trinkets and adornments, not to speak of the deli-
cacies which he brought to furnish forth the tables
during the nightly orgy.    He had made no great
secret of his engagement to, and intention of marry-
ing Katharine, and had shown various little tokens
of her troth that she had given him.   On one of